JpO                                  THE   STORY    OF    PLANTS
TREE   WITH   THOUSANDS   OF   TRUNKS
A eucalyptus tree on the bank of the River Latrobe in Australia was
measured by Dr. Ferdinand Miiller and proved to be 558 feet high. The
Botanic Gardens at Calcutta possess a banyan tree with a main trunk
thirteen feet in diameter and over 3,000 smaller trunks. The age of the
tree is over 100 years.
In the Redwood Park in California there are still living trees believed
to be 2,000 years old. The tallest of them is over 320 feet high and has
a girth of thirty-five feet. A magnificent specimen of gum tree grew in
Victoria, Australia, until it reached a height of 470 feet.
LEAVES   USED   AS   UMBRELLAS
The largest leaves are those of the talipot palm, which grows in
Ceylon. They are used as umbrellas and for thatching. The tree flowers
only once, and that not till its eightieth year; its flower spike is forty
feet high. The giant water-lily known as Victoria regia has leaves
which measure six feet across; its original home was British Guiana.
The year 1935 saw the collapse of the largest known mammoth tree,
333 feet high, near San Francisco.
In the village of Santa Marca del Tule, in South-West Mexico, there
is a cypress with a circumference of 175 feet. It is stated to be that under
which Cortes pitched his camp 400 years ago. England's tallest tree
is a Douglas fir at Powis Castle, Welshpool. Its height is about 178 feet.
A silver fir at Kilbride in Argyleshire is Scotland's champion in this
direction. It is as tall as its rival and boasts a girth greater by several feet.
The longest plant is a seaweed which is found between Cape Horn
and New Zealand; it grows to a length of over 200 feet, and its main stem
is as thick as a ship's cable, ending in fronds supported by air bladders.
This brown seaweed is probably the source of many a story about sea
serpents.
EUROPE'S   GIANT   PLANTS
The largest vine hi the world is at Kinnell House, Killin, Perthshire,
the Scottish home of the Marquess of Breadalbane. Planted in 1831, by
1889 it already covered an area of 4,651 square yards with its innumerable
stems. The largest bunch of grapes that it has yielded weighed seventy-
two ounces. The largest vine in Germany may be seen in Wiirms. It
is eighty-eight feet long and bears 800 bunches of grapes.
In the Botanic Gardens at Dijon, France, there is a black poplar,
131 feet high, with a trunk fifty feet in girth. Germany's largest oak tree,
124 feet high, is still flourishing near Iveneck in Mecklenburg, while
there is a beech nearly as tall on die Dargun Heath, also in Mecklenburg,
The taUest Scots pine in Germany (150 feet) is near Possneck in
Thiiringia, the tallest elm (164 feet) at Guntersblum in Hesse. The
tallest yew (thirty-six feet) grows near Hennersdorf; its age is
J&ckoaed as 1*400 years, but the oldest of the yews in the Bode
Valley was estimated by Alexander von Humboldt at 2,000 years.